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Greetings! Please join me in welcoming Major Lou Volpato to Kansas Wing.
As you may or may not know, Major Volpato is one of the Kansas Wing staff
distance correspondents. He makes his home in New York but has agreed to
bring his amazing passion and talents to Kansas Wing through serving as our
Director of Aerospace Education. We are very lucky to have Major Volpato.

  

As 2010 winds down and 2011 begins to spin up, we need to stop and think
about the missions of Civil Air Patrol. CAP is well known for its Emergency
Services and Cadet Programs but our emblem has three blades on it. What is the
third mission of CAP? It is aerospace education of the general public and our
membership as well. In the early days of our organization, it was critical to bring
aerospace to the forefront of what was happening. Today, I feel like Aerospace
Education is our forgotten mission. We think of AE in terms of how it relates to our
other missions but rarely do we allow it to stand on its own.

  

In 2011, the wing needs to get back to the basics and focus on aerospace. Last
May, I asked each of you to commit to a mission you don’t normally support,
achieve something, and promote CAP to others. I think we have the achieve part
of the challenge in hand—I have seen great work by many members in this area.
However, we don’t yet have the other two parts.

  

If you have not yet made a commitment to another mission, I would ask you to
make AE your area of emphasis in 2011. If you are a new member, take the
Yeager test. If you are a veteran member, bring an AE current event or help with
an AE activity. If you are a unit commander, sign up for AEX and earn that
prestigious award for your unit. If you are a pilot, teach cadets about aviation.
Spend some time teaching them to inspect an airplane or talking about aviation
related experiences.

  

Finally, if you are looking for a great specialty track, consider working toward a
rating in AE. The wing always needs more dedicated aerospace education
professionals. We also need the support of PAOs and members to provide

 1 / 2



Winter 2010-2011

Written by Capt. Kyle J. Velasquez
Tuesday, 28 December 2010 09:22 - 

pictures of aerospace education in action. Don’t let AE be a secret—share our
efforts in this area with others. Major Volpato wants to put together a great
newsletter but needs articles and photos of AE events to do so.

  

The wing’s AE program cannot be successful without your support. Kansas
Wing is over 500 members strong. If each of us contributes to AE in one way
over the next year, we will have an amazing AE program in the wing.

  

Regena M. Aye, Colonel, CAP
Commander, Kansas Wing
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